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REMARKS 

This paper replaces the amendment submitted on March 3, 2003. It corrects the 
inconsistency which caused the amendment to be deemed non-compliant, and has 
also been reformatted in accordance with now current practice. The Applicant regrets 
any inconvenience the inconsistency may have caused, and expresses appreciation to 
the Examiner for identifying it. 

The Examiner's rejections and reasoning have been carefully considered. 
Applicants have made amendments to the specification and claims to address the 
matters raised in the Office action. Applicants respectfully request the Examiner to 
reconsider the objections and rejections in the context of the amendments and the 
reasoning for such changes set forth below. 

First, the shape of the capacitor will be addressed. Applicants describe the shape 
as "non-rectangular" in Claim 1 and the specification. The Examiner objects to this 
description under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) on the basis that the drawings do not show such a 
structure. 

The definition of a rectangle in planar geometry is a quadrilateral with opposite 
sides of equal lengths (the non-parallel sides having differing lengths, except in the 
special case of the square) and with four right angles. This follows from the definitions 
given in the Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 10 th Edition, Springfield, MA, 
2002. Copies of the title page and the relevant pages of this reference are appended 
(total of 5 sheets). Thus, any planar figure that does not have four right angles is non- 
rectangular. Referring to Fig.2, one can see that the overall shape of the capacitor C2 
is not rectangular, since the shape of the capacitor is comprised of several joined 
rectangles arranged so as to form the overall capacitor. The dashed lines within the 
boundary of the capacitor are placed so as to emphasize that the shape of the capacitor 
is formed from contiguous rectangular elements 
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The upper electrode of C2, for example, while having a border which is 
comprised of linear segments, does not conform to the definition of a rectangle, even 
though it might be decomposed graphically into a plurality of contiguous rectangular 
components. This is distinguished from the capacitor C6 which has two non-contiguous 
sections structurally, but is electrically connected in parallel. In order clarify this 
distinction, Applicants have amended Fig. 2 so that the multiple use of the designators 
C2 and C7 has been eliminated, now clearly designating those capacitors as individual 
circuit elements having non-rectangular perimeters, defined by contiguous rectangular 
elements. Claim 1 has also been amended to be consistent with this language and 
dependent claims 9-1 1 added to further describe the geometry and construction of the 
capacitor as disclosed by the Applicants. 

A marked-up copy of the Fig. 2, with the changes shown in red ink is appended 
to this paper. The Examiner is requested to review the drawing and indicate his 
approval; the Applicants will prepare and submit a revised formal drawing as part of the 
formalities after a Notice of Allowance is received. 

With respect to the rejection of Claims 1-4 under 35 U.S.C. §112, second 
paragraph, the concept of a non-rectangular capacitor perimeter which is formed by 
appending various rectangular shapes to a first rectangular shape, or to rectangular 
shapes appended thereto in forming the overall area of a plate of the capacitor, can be 
easily understood from Applicants' disclosure, in the context of the definition of a 
rectangle. As such, Applicants submit that the rejection of Claims 1-4 under 35 U.S.C. 
§112 is overcome. 

Claims 3 and 4 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph for the 
use of the term "earth capacitor", which the Examiner contends is not otherwise found in 
the disclosure. Applicants point out that the term "earth capacitor" js found on page 4 in 
the paragraph commencing on line 12. While "earth" is a synonym for "ground" in 
electronics usage, in order to avoid the suggestion that there is a lack of unity of 
meaning between the two words, the Applicants have amended the specification and 
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Claims 3 and 4 to substitute "ground" for "earth" wherever it appears so that the wording 
is consistent throughout. 

Now, turning to the rejection of Claims 1 and 2 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as 
being unpatentable over the combination of Haq (US 6,146, 743) and Arai (US 
6,410,960) or, in the alternative the combination of Haq (US 6,146,743), Arai 
(6,410,960) and Shahani (6,028,990), Applicants respectfully request reconsideration. 

The Examiner cites Haq as teaching the use of capacitors in electronic circuits, 
where the capacitors are formed by either thick film or thin film techniques at column 9, 
lines 45-51, but states that Haq does not explicitly teach the capacitor shape claimed by 
Applicants. However, the claimed capacitor shape is relevant to Applicants' invention. 
Even combining the teachings of Haq and Arai, there is nothing to suggest the use of 
the non-rectangular capacitor shape to achieve an object of the Applicants' invention, 
which is to dispose the capacitive element in contiguous areas of the circuit physical 
layout which are not needed for other components. This would not have been obvious 
to one skilled in the art, where it is usual to design with circuit components of simple 
shape. 

The choice of a non-rectangular capacitor shape which can be geometrically 
decomposed into an assemblage of rectangular elements as described by the 
Applicants increases the capacitance, which is useful in many circuit applications, 
particularly for ground capacitors. The invention provides the person performing the 
circuit layout with substantially increased flexibility in achieving an optimum value for the 
capacitor within space constraints 

The Examiner suggests that it would be typical to achieve the non-rectangular 
capacitor by "routine experimentation and optimization" but provides no basis for the 
contention. Applicants submit that it is not design practice to do so, as construction of 
multiple prototypes by thin film techniques would be required at significant expense. 
Rather, using Applicants' invention, the designer can accurately predict the capacitance 
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value expected by computing the capacitor surface area, combined with knowledge of 
the separation of the capacitor plates and the dielectric constant of the material between 
the plates. 

Since neither Haq or Arai teach the non-rectangular shape of the capacitor, and 
nothing in either of the references suggests such a teaching, the combination of 
references does not constitute a valid basis for a 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection. 

In the alternative, the Examiner also relies upon cited Shahani at column 7, lines 
23-32 in combination with Haq and Arai, under 35 U.S.C §103 (a). Applicants submit 
that this combination fails also. 

Shahani, teaches a method of achieving higher capacitance by increasing the 
capacitance per unit surface area of the capacitor. The capacitor structure disclosed by 
Shahani however, is very different than Applicants' claimed structure. The capacitor 
taught by Shahani may be analyzed as two coupled capacitors connected in parallel; in 
effect a total of four capacitor plates when the two coplanar fringing gap capacitors are 
explicitly recognized. The polarity of the adjacent plates on each surface must be 
opposed to each other and the two parallel plate capacitors cross-connected in parallel. 
In the Shahani structure, removing one of the parallel plate capacitors, so as to create a 
single parallel-plate capacitor as claimed by the Applicants, would create a capacitor 
with one edge of the upper and lower plates comprised of a fractal boundary having no 
useful function. This structure of Shanahi is quite different than Applicant's claimed 
structure which recites a capacitor comprised of two parallel plates. The structure in 
Shahani would have undesirable properties, such as the increased parasitic resistance, 
without any increase in capacitance per unit area, and with increased parasitic 
inductance due to the large scale interdigitations of the coplanar elements. This is best 
seen by eliminating one of the two coplanar elements, for example from Fig 8B in 
Shahani. 
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In Shahani, within the area intended for the capacitor, each of the upper and 
lower capacitive plates is divided in two, such that a shape of the upper plate and a 
corresponding identical shape in the lower plate are opposed to each other with an 
intervening dielectric. This introduces what might be considered in other circumstances 
as a stray capacitance between the coplanar capacitor plates. By cross-connecting the 
plates, as taught by Shahani, a single capacitor is formed and the stray capacitance is 
employed to increase the overall capacitance. The gap between the separate plates on 
each surface is suggested to be a maximum of 1pm (page 9, lines 29 tO 34), and much 
smaller separations are said to be desirable in order to achieve the object of Shahani. A 
graph of this property is given in the technical paper cited in the accompanying 
supplemental Information Disclosure Statement. Shahani uses fractal mathematical 
techniques to maximize the length of the interior boundary between the co-planar 
capacitive elements in each of the planes, subject to constraints of increasing parasitic 
resistance. However, parasitic effects are to be avoided in ground capacitor applications 
as those of the claims of this application, since such a use requires selection of a 
capacitor design that minimizes the equivalent series resistance and inductance. To 
achieve a high capacitance using the technique taught by Shahani, the complexity of 
the fractal boundary between the coplanar plates is employed to achieve the greatest 
practical length. In doing so, each of the plates itself becomes convoluted in shape and 
this, as well as the connection needed to cross-couple the two capacitors, increases the 
stray inductance causing undesired resonances. This mitigates against the selection of 
such a capacitor design approach for ground capacitor applications. 

There is therefore no motivation for one skilled in the art to combine the 
teachings of Shahni with those of Haq and Arai. As such, Applicants respectfully submit 
that this rejection should be withdrawn 

An Information Disclosure Statement was submitted accompanying the filing of 
the application; however the first Office action did not include an initialed copy of Form 
1449. The Information Disclosure Statement was marked with the Express Mail receipt 
number, mentioned in the transmittal letter and on the acknowledgement postal card, 
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copies of which are attached hereto. A duplicate copy of the Information Disclosure 
Statement and the referenced documents is also attached. A supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement is also submitted. The Examiner is requested to make them a 
matter of record. 

The Applicants respectfully submit that as a result of the clarification to the claims 
and the arguments presented, the application should now be in a condition for 



allowance. 




'Anthony PyCurtis, Ph.D. 
Registration No. 46,163 
Agent for Applicants 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. BOX 10395 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 
(312) 321-4200 
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952 quadricenteiutia) • quality circle 

qnad*ri~cen*ieB'ttf>aJ \,Ha d; ^-scu-'lt-ne n (1882) : a 400tb anni- 
versary or its celebration 

cfttad>n>ceps \Tvwa-cli3~,scps\ n fNL quadricipit-, quadriceps, U. quadri- 
+ -€ipit-, -ceps (as in bicipit-, biceps biceps)J (1840) : the greater extensor 
muscle of tbe front of the thigh that is divided into lour parts 

qua -drtga \Jcwa-*die-g»\ n, pi -gar V,gj\ |L, sing, of quadrigae team of 
four.contr. of quadrijugar, fern. pi. of quodrijugus yoked four abreast, 
fr. quadri- +jungere to yoke, join — more at YOltE J (ca 1741) : a char- 
iot drawn by four horses abTeast 

1 qnad-r)-lat*er-*l \,kwa-di9-*Ja t(^)iol\ n \L quadrilaterus four-sided, 
fi. quadri- + later-, Intus side) (1650) : a polygon of four sides 
'quadrilateral odj (1656) : having four sides 

"qaa-driile lew*-, Jo-\ n IF, group of knights engaged in a 

carouse), fr. Sp cuadriJla troop, fr. dim. of cuadra square, fr. L quadra, 
quadrum) (1726) 1 : a four-handed valiant of ombre popular esp. in 
the 18th century 2 : a square dance for four couples made up of five 
or six figures chiefly in % and % time; also : music for this dance 

*q*adrilJe adj [F quadrille^ (ca. 1885) : marked with squares oi rectan- 
gles 

qua~<triMio» \kwa-'dril-y»n\ n [V, fr. MF, Ii. quadri- f -ilhon (as in mil- 
iion)\ (1674) — see NUMBER table — quadrillion ad} — qna-dri)- 
or n 

qaad*ri-pttr-tjte Vdrwa-dra-'par-.UtV adj |ME, fr. L quadripartitus, it. 

quadri- + partitus, pp. of panne to divide, it. part-, pars part) (15c) 1 

: consisting of or divided into four parts 2 : shared or participated in 

by four parties or persons <a — agreement) 
qnad-ri.ple.glc \,kwa-dr3-'ple~jik\ n \auadriplegia, fr. NL) (1921) : one 

affected with paralysis of both arms and both legs — qn»d'ri*ple*g£a 

Vjf»a\ n 

'qnad>ri*>a.)ent Vtwa-dr»-*va-j3nt, in sense 2 kwa-Mri-vo-bnt* ad) 
\ISV\ (1865) 1 : TET RAVALENT 2 : composed of four homologous 
chromosomes synapse d in meiotic prophase 

^quadrivalent n (1923) : a quadrivalent chromosomal group 

qna*driv.f.al Vkwa-'dri-ve-aA adj (15c) 1 : of or relating to the 
quadriviuro 2 : having four ways or roads mteting in a point 

qna-driv- i • um \-ve-3m\n fLL, fr. L, crossroads, fr. quadri- ■+ via way — 
more at way) (18<M) : a group of studies consisting of arithmetic, mu- 
sk, geometry, and astronomy and forming the upper division of the 
seven liberal arts in medieval universities — compare trivtum 

qoa-droon \kwa-\lriin\ n (modif , of Sp cuarteron, f r. cuarto fourth, fr. L 
quartus — more at quart) (1707) : a person ol one-quarter black an- 
cestry 

qaa-dru~ma-nous \kwa-'dru-ni3-ns»s\ adj lultim. fr. L quadri- + manus 
hand — more at MatvuaJ-J (J819) : of, relating to, or being tbe primates 
excluding bumans which arc distinguished by hand-shaped feet 

qoanlrunvvir \kwa-\ir»m-var\ n [back formation fr. quadrumvirate\ 
(1790) : a member of a quadrum virale 

qaa^brnm>vl.rate \-v»-r3t\ n [quadri- + -umvirote (as in triumvirate)} 
(1752) : a group or association of four 

qnad*rn*ped \Tcwa-dr*-,ped\ n [L quadruped-, quadrupes, fx. 
quadruped-, quadrupes, adj., having four feet, fr. quadri- + ped-, pes 
foot — more at foot) (1646) : an animal having four feet — quadru- 
ped adj — qtta.drn-pe-dal \kwa-'dru-pa-d*l, .kwa-dra-'peA adj 

'an-drn-ple \kw^'dru-pol t -*dr9-; »kwa-dr»-\ vh qua-dru pkd; qua- 
oni.pliikg \-p(»-)lin\ vt (14c) : to make four times as great or as many 
vj : to become four times as great or as numerous 

2 qBadrnpIe n (15c) : a sum four times as great as another 

3 qaadmp)e- adj [MF or L; MF, fr L quadruplus, fr. quadri' + -pfus mul- 
tiplied by — more at -FOLD] (1557) I : having four units oi members 
2 : being four times as great or as many 3 ; marked by four beats per 
measure <~ meter> — quft-dra.pty V'drii-ple, -'dr^-, -dr»-\ adv — 
qaa~dra-ptk>bty \,twa-dru-*pli-si>-ie\ n 

qna-dru.plet \kwa-»dru-pl3t, -Mrs-; Tcwa-dr^-pbt\ n (1787) 1 ; one of 
four offspring born at one birth 2 : a combination of four of a kind 3 
: a group of four musical notes to be performed in the time ordinarily 
given to three of the same kind 

'qua^d^v-pli-cate \kwa-»dru-plr-kDt\ adj |L quadruplicatus, pp. of qua- 
druplicare to quadruple, fr. quadruplic-, quadruple* fourfold, fr. 
quadri- + ~plic- t -plex fold — more at -fold) (1657) 1 : consisting of or 
existing in four corresponding or identical parts or examples <<-~ in- 
vokes) 2 : being the fourth of four things exactly alike 

2 qua-dru.pti>caie Vplo- Jcat\ vt -eat-ed; ~cat4ng (ca. 1 66 1 ) 1 : to make 
quadruple or fourfold 2 : to prepare in quadruplicate — qoa^dro-pU- 
ca*ttoD V»dru-pI»-*ka-shMi\ n 

3 qua*dro.pll.caie \kwa- , dru-pli-k»t\ n (1790) 1 : lour copies ail alike 
— used with in < typed in ~) 2 : one of four things exactly alike; 
specif : one of four identical copies 

quaoVa-pole \Ttwa-oj3-j>61\ n pSV quadri- + pole\ (1922) : a system 
composed of two di poles of equal but oppositely directed moment 

qnaeHne \*kwir-e, *kwcr-\ n fL, imper. of quaerere to seek, question) 
0589) archaic : QUERY 

qwaes-tor \»kwe-st^r, *kwe-\ n (ME quest or, fr. L quaestor, fr. quaerere} 
()4c) : one of numerous ancient Roman officials concerned chiefly 
with financial administration 

qaaff Vlcwal, *kwaf\ vb (origin unknown] vi (1523) : to drink deeply ^ 
vt : to drink (a beverage) deeply — quaff n — qaaff.tr n 
quag Vkwag, TcwagN rt (origin unknown) (1589) : MARSH, BOG 
quag-ga \*kwa-g», *kwa-\ n |obs. Afrik (now kwagga\ fr. Khoiknoi 
quacha\ (1785) : an extinct mammal (Equus quango) of southern Africa 
related to the zebras 
*0»8>Sy VkTva-ge, Tcwa-\ adj ( 1 61 0) J : MARSHY 2 : FUVBBY 
q nag .mire \Trwag-»roii, TcwagA n (ca 1580) 1 : soft miry land that 
shakes or yields under tbe foot 2 : a difficult, precarious, or entrap- 
ping position : PREDIC AMENT 

qua -hog also qna-hang Vkd-^bog, *kwo-, 'kwo-, ->bag\ n [Narragansct 
poquauhock] (1753) : a thick-shelled edible clam (Mercenaria merce- 
naria) ol tbe U.S. 

quai Vka\ n \F, fr. MF cai — more at quay) (1862) : quay 
qoaicb or qnaigh \Ttwak\/i (ScGael cuach\ (1546) chiefly Scot : a small 
shallow drinking vessel with ears for use as handles 
'quail \Trwa(»)l\ n, pi qnall or qnails (M£ quaille, ft. MF, fr. ML quae 
cula, of imit. origin) (14c) : any of numerous small gallinaceous birds: 
as m : an Old World migratory game bird {Cotumix co turn be) b : BOB- 
WHITE 



'quail vh | ME, f r . MD quelen] w ( 1 5c) 1 
a chiefly dial : wmiER, DECLINE b 
: to give way : FALTER <his courage 
never ^ed) 2 : to recoil in dread or 
terror : COWER <tbe strongest ^ be- 
fore financial ruin — Samuel Butler 
tl902) — vt, archaic : to make fearful 
syn see recoil 

qaaint VkwintX adj fME cointe, fi. OF, 
(r. L cognitus. pp. of cognoscere to 
know — more at cocNrnoN) (13c) 1 
obs : expert, skilled 2 s : marked 
by skillful design with many a de- 
vke in India ink — Herman Melville) b : marked by k« 
gance 3 a : unusual or differ enl in character or — 
<figures of fun, ~ people — Herman Wouk) h : pjf2 
ly old-fashioned or unfamiliar syn see strange - 
qoaiat'itess n 

'quake \*kwak\ vi qoaked; qoak m^ [ME, h. OE c ^ 
: to shake or vibrate usu. from shock or instabilfty^ivfl 
shudder usu. from cold or fear 

} quake n ( J 4c) : an instance of shaking oi trtrobltnt (asefl 
moon), esp : EARTHQUAKE - 

quak^r \1cwa-k3r\ n (1597) 1 : one that quakes 2 c 
Quak.er.lsh Vkwa-k(»-)rish\ adj — Qoak.er.isa \-J 
QDak^r.h/ Vkor-fe\ adj 

Quaker gun n |f r. opposition to war as a basic Quaker & 
dummy piece of artillery usu. made of wood 

qmk»er-)a*dSes Vrwa-kw-la-dezN «/>/(! 871) : blufts 

quaking aspen n (1812) : an aspen Wopuhts tr emu hides) i 
U.S. and Canada thai has small nearly circular leaves 
petioles and finely senate margins J. 

qnale \»kwa-le, -Ja\ », pi qualfa Vkwa-le-sA (L, neuL of 
kind) (1675) 1 : a property (as redness) considered m 
having the property : UNIVERSAL 2 : a property as it! 
distinct from any source it might have in a physical obj 

quaJ.MI-aMe \»kwa-l>Ti-3-rx>l\ adj ^ (161 1) : capable of q 
ing qualified 

qnal^fi ca^rion V.kwa-I^f^'ka-shanX n (ca. 1544) 1 
meaning or application : a limiting modification <thisjf " 
without ~) 2 a ohs : NATURE b archaic : CHARACTJ 
quality or skill that fits a person (as for an office) <tbSi 
the best ~s) b : a condition ot standard that must b^J 
(as for the attainment of a privilege) <a ^- for mernbi 

quai l fled \»kwa-l»- Jid\ adj (1558) J a : fitted (as by t 
ence) for a given purpose : competent b : having o 
specific requirements or precedent conditions (as fori 
ploymcnt) : ELIGIBLE 2 : limited or modified in s 
pToval) — quaM.fled.ry V»fi(-a)d-ic\ adv 

quaJ»j.fi-er V,fi(-3)r\ n (1561) : one that qualifies: as i|j 
Ties requirements or meets a specified standard b : tip 
jeetive) or word group that limits oc modifies the r 
word (as a noun) or word group 

qoaM.fy \*kwa-l»-»fi\ vb -fled; -fy-lng. IMF qualifier, ft.) 
fr. L qua/is] vt (1533) 1 a : to reduce from a gentrBi*^ 
restricted form : MOi>riry h : to make less harsh oi 
c : to alter tbe strength or flavor of d : to limit or e 
of (as a noun) 2 : to characterize by naming an att 
<cannot ' — it as . . . either glad or sorry — T. S. EUot>^ 
training, skill, or ability for a special purpose *.W **J[j5 
lent or adequate : CERTIFY (2) ; to invest ^bJfjKj 
cense ~ vi ]: to be or become Tit (as for an off**g 
quired standard 2 : to acquire legal or competent r*" 
<has just qualified as a lawyer) 3 m : to exhibit a f 
abibry in a preliminary contest {qualified for the f 
well enough to earn a marksmanship badge 

qnaLMa-tive \»kwa-l»-.ta-tiv\ adj (1607) : of, relaual « 
quality or kind — quaJ-btB^tive-ry adv 

qoaUlatrve analysis n (1842) : chemical analysis c 
the components of a substance or mixture 

'qual-bry Vkwa-Io-te\ n, pi -ties fME quolite, U. 
qualitat-, qualitas, fr. quaHs of what kind; akin to L 9 
who) (14c) 1 m ■ peculiar and essential character : t 

real Gay TaJesc) b : an inherent feature : **JL 

of siridence, dissonance — Roald Dahl) e : CAPAC vT^ 
of reader and companion — Joseph Conrad) 2 
: GRADE <1be — of competing air service — ^ urre rj7i 
ority in kind <merchandise of — ) 3 • : social st3U °J: 
tocracy 4 a : a distinguishing attribute : c14AR £l3^ 
es many fine qualities) b archaic : an ^V^JU- 
PUSHMENT 5 ; the character in a logical P ropos *^j!p 
tivc or negative 6 : vividness of hue 7 » \ t v^^ 
character of a vowel sound determined chiefly by »acj 
vocal chambers in uttering it 8 : tbe attribute of «M=" 
lion that makes it fundamentally unlike any oidw 

syM QUALITY, PROPERTY, CHARACTER, ATTWBUTl!^ 
ble feature by which a thing may be identified QO 
term applicable to any trail or characteristic ^vSjg 
neric <m ale rial with a silky qualityY PROPERTY vbp^ 
tic thai belongs to a thing's essential nature ana i 
scribe a type or species <the property oi 
character applies to a peculiar and ^^HJ^iiS! 
class <remarks of an unseemly character). , AT7 f~i^ii 
ty ascribed to a thing or a being <the tradition* 1 ^ 
hero). 

^nalHy adj (1936) : being of high quality 
qoaUty assurance n (1982) : a program for tbes 

and evaluation of tbe various aspects of a project, ^ 

ensure that standards of quality are being roc! 3 
qualify circle n (19«0) : a group of employ*** JShSeiwI 

regularly to discuss and propose solutions to pr°° 

productivity) in the workplace 
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a dest npii\ r atlrct lives jn a mutn phtas( 

i ' -fit-d; -fv-inR (ML quantify are. Ir 1. qu, 
t 1840) I » i 



utrihri b 

V>bM\ -;;d> 

• Vk^ an. 
W|ll9?'l 1 : lo 
tdctfrmirif p:t- 



limil by a qU'inhfiet (?) tu bit 
o tn;»kc cxplitrl the lopaat quantity 
jnc^swrc the quantitv ol -- quan 



if -tBl-ed: -tat-inp fbatk-fom 
e isurr or cMirnatt- the quanttly > 
civ 2 : to expie-ss in quaniitativ. 
. vh.ir»\fl 

t\'k*^n -la ,ti-fj\ \ nd) (Ml QuanUMini** fr L . 

rihivliJSMi 1 : of . (dating to. ui exjMcss»b!f i 
of irbimj; u> or involving the- mrAMir cmrnl o 
3 : oa>.rd oti tpi entity: i/»ft't/ t>f ct tissual >iT5/- : 
|qti*ntit> ( >t din. ii ion of MnimH - quantitative 
Uvt'ttew n 

tmaaJy^U n ( t ^ Ift-17) : chemical analysis dosigne 
wuh'a ot ptopurtions ot the components ol 3 su> 
tbberitanrt- n n a J929> : genit inhcrilante o) a 
J|«kin<(>itM v i nimolkij bv polyftc nes 
fMnan t>|( -\ n p } .fj es [M£ quanta?, t: MF qua. 
k,fuanma\ Ir Qutintu* liow mui'h. how large; akin 
wii.n. who more ;it ujio) < 14<: .1 I » 
tot numbtt b : a dcw-rminiite or c-.sttmaled a 
... , i nurnt^i d : a (, i>rrsider able ainounl oi nun 
H»Pl. Utcr.rrou* gamines ol lut k -H K. J'utst h> 
*ch » thing is mc. ism able in lei rns ol git-alrr. les 
ring oi Jfsit-Asing magnitude b : ihr ^ubjecl o 
raiwn r ar> mdjvulua) considrred with reipett 
tMinknown A <. atlorney general - Tom Wi- 

" ir>iu]>il\ o| spceth sounds a<- distimt (torn <ht 
» t>fionrrr.ic ( h.nat tc r . spectf : the xclatis e length 
t |5" i ^' f Somt " l ; »ngu:*ges tas <iieek aTid Latii 
ntkin oi rune length of a .speech sound er .soum 
n " ol a logic M pioposition as btinfc Mni^eisa). 

Itev/ " ( '^' a 'bcoiy m economics changes ir 
B Jwydnrt tb wiih the amount o) monc\ in ciiCL 

CllCUbho^ 

'17 . v/ quRD-li/ed; quan* ti2 ing [qunntum 
cneig\> t „i(i ^rnall but mea.surable in*, remc 
txpiess i r; r t . n -j ]h 0 j q Uan t U in mt'thamcs — q 
n -■ quan tiz-tr \'kwan-,ti n 
" pi quan-ta '.'kwin t?\ |1 . neut. 

Qt. ; ANTri"V , AMOUNl b : PORT] Of 

2 t» : any of the- ver> small mtrtme 
•irris ol energy are subdivided h : 
;u;tmu*ed physical inagnittitie t as ma 



Sjwin-tpin-. 
J 05671 | b 
*J : Bt'ix 

fel <>ns ol , 



*>T)Rroirs n pi but sing m , onstr ( 1975) : 



■ trnprovem 



^ dif(rf lK ^ has t-d on the assumption that quarks 
lk Q rir ii, ' N tolor and are held together las tn h 
Jj i'_ r ' ns 

^?*«>"o»tinif s n pi but usu sing in c ohmt i 1 / 1 
u ' ( ^ tncal mtei ai. tions ( a.s bi-tssevn nu. 

«Prm?^ ' : ' ' <>4S) ' '■» ^brotv m rh\>u s ihe rnt 
*W»it > ' VU(tn; ' ,;1S pailjclesi is attributed lo 
Kt^ 0l tMnt ' "'hei and is manifested tn :i paittcl 

^molrx u i if l 1 nn abrupt n.-insitior 
B*le A t { 1 ,lo m onr disirete energ 



»l*A> 



ion (a 
energ\ s 



ot an ( 



•n abrupt thange. sudden increase. 



ibh*^" " r J h " f ot pi m constr I 1922) : ; 
^"HU^ 0ri toneepi of the possession uf w; 
1 ian - les th d i affords a rnathemalu a) ml 



recourse • recycle 975 



c-,kors. »kots. ri-*\ n (M£ recours, ir. MF, h. l.L recursus. 
running back. fr. recurrere to run back — more at RECUR) 
3 turning to someone or something (or help 01 protection 
of help or strength : rfsort 2 : the right to demand pav- 
the maker or endorser of a negotiable instrument la* a 

-'k»-v?j\ xb re-cov-ered; re-cov-cr-ing \-'k»-v>iin. -'kfv- 
Mr recover it. U. L recuperate, fr. re- + (assumed) I. cape- 
apere to take — more at HE AVE) vx (14c) 1 : to get back 
I » : to bring back to normal position or condition <stonv 
~ed himself) b archaic ■ RF.SCUF 3 » : to make up (or <~ 
through highei prices) b : to gain by legal process 4 
M.H 5 : lofind or identify again <~ a comet) 6»:toob- 
p ore, a waslt product, ot a by-product b : to save from 
tore to usefulness : RECLAIM vi 1 : lo regain a norma) 
:ondition (as of health) <^t'»g fiom a cold) 2 : to obtain a 
udgroent in one's favor — re«cov.rr*abiJ*i«ty \-,k^-v.>r»- 
>v-io-\ n — re-cov»*r.able \- r k>vD-;>b.'>l f -Mov-raA ad) — 
r V*k>v?i-or\ n 

( )re-'k&-voT\ vt ()5c) • to cover again or anew 

ri-'ko-v^-re. -*kav-re\ rt, pt -er*krs < 1 5c) : the act, process, oi 

of recovering; esp : an economic upturn (as after a depres- 

oro n (19)6) : a hospital joom equipped for meeting postop- 
rgenoes 

,*ie-kre-3nt\ adj |ME. Jr. MF, fr. prp. of recroire to renounce 
in a trial by battle, fr re- + croire lo believe, fr. L credere — 
FED) (14c) J : crying for mercy : COWARDLY 2 : unfaith- 
or allegiance 

1 15c) 1 : COWARD 2 : APOSTATE . DESERTE* 

rr-kje->at\ vfr -at-cd; -at- tog |l. rr err atus, pp. of recreare) vt 
give new. life or fieshness to : refresh - — ■ vi : to take recre- 
e-re-a-tive \-,a-tiv\ adj 

w re-kie-'3i\ vt (1587) : to create again; esp : to form anew in 
ation — re-CTe*at-»We \-*a-t>bo)\ ad} — re—cre-a*tion 
t — re— rre-a-rive \-»a-tiv\ adj — re— ere. a- tor V'a isA n 
n Ve-krf-'a-s-banN rt |ME recreacion, fr. MF recreation, fr. 1. 
recreotto restoration lo health, fr. recreare to create anew, 
fitsh, fr. re- + creare to create} (1 5c) : refreshment of 
id spirits after work; also : a means of refreshment or diver- 
ts — rec*re.a*HoD>aJ \-shnsJ, -sh>n'l\ adj 
tl vehicle n 0966) : a vehicle designed for recreational use 
>mg): esp : MOTOR HOME 

■D-ist \-sl)(3-)nisi\ rt (1904) : a pejson who seeks recreation 
outdoors 

room n (J854) ] : a joom (as a rumpus room) used for rec- 
i relax aljon — called also rec room 2 : a public room (as in 
for recreation and social activities 

••tioa Vri^kri-ms-'na-sh:*^ n (ML recrimination- , reenmma- 
\m\nart to make a retaliatory charge, ft. L re - + criminari to 
more at t rjmtNateJ (ca, 16J1) : a retaliatory accusation; 
waking of such accusations <endlcss ~-> — r e«c rim -i -nale 
nat\ vt - - re-criiB*i-D£i-rive \-,na-tiv\ adj — re-cnra-i-Da-to- 
*>ru-,t6r-e, -'kriin-na-, -,toi-\ adj 

tr Ve-kru-'des\ vi -deseed: -desc-ing |L reemdescere to be- 
again, ft. re- + crudest ere to become raw, fr. crudus raw — 

(1884) : to break out or become active again 
■«H»ce V'de-s*n(l)s\ n (ca. 1721) : a new outbreak a/ter a pe- 
■kmem or inactivity : RENEWAL 

•ffpt Wnt\ ad) (ca. 1727) : breaking out again : RENE wise; 
n kriit\ »t (1643) 1 a (1) : lo fill up the number of (as an 
ft new members : REINFORCE (2) : to enlist as a member of 
J*rvtce b ; to mtrease ()r maintain ihe number of <Amertca 
^pytMton from Europe) c : to secure the services of : EN- 
" d : Ii> seek to enroll students> 2 : REPLENISH 3 : to 
"breast the health, vigor, or interwitv of ^- vi : to enlist new 
- 'e cruil^r n 

it l tcniie ' recru * fresh growth, new levy ot soldiers, fr. MF, 
to grow up again, fr. L rPrmicere, fr . re- + crescere to grow 
J £ ts ^NTf (ca. 1645) 1 : a fresh or additional supply 2 : a 

■ a "dd Or activity: .tnecii i a newlv cnli<it»M rn i\\^i\t-A 



specif : a newly enlisted or drafted 
a former enlisted man of the lowest 



»'mcd lorrcs 3 
•earmy 

*^)n-'knjt msnt\ n (ca. IS28) I : the ac tion or process of 
thr process of adding new individuals to a population oi 
Jrf 5 °' ^. rcet * in 8 individuals) by gTowth, repi oduction, 

toent K£ " also " a mcasillrt (a - s In numbers or biomass) 

M»}re-'kris-t>-,li2\ \b (1797) : to cr>*staJli2e again or it- 
^^^•'ai-fi-xa-rioB \( t )re-,kris t»-ta-»zi shsnV rt 
^hv tffl ,c *- ,859 > : fating to, affecting, or being near the 

fc vEk y adv 

ita»^" 83 ^ n nctanguhts having t right angle, fr. L 
''•of S anfile — more at R1CHT - ANGl El (1571) : a paral- 
^Nnu-i i ^ angles are right angles; esp : one with adjacent 

^> j^V'an-gya-larV adj (1624) I : shaped like a icctajigle 
Ne<k t . Ci ^i»g. lying, or meeting al a nght angle <^ axes> 

2*^c& i ccs * OT faces that nicet at right an B J « : having 
bHbJi?**? h)te rectangles parallelepipeds) <a ~ so l- 
^"Un^v : . " , * f y V,)rek-,tar)-gr>o-'lar->tc\ n — rect an gu- 

■k^^* 81 * « (ca. 1864) : a ( artesian coordinate of a Car- 
ulaj^ Slern Unosc straight-line axes or coordinate planes 

^ ^ha^^''' "^ t>3lV ' ac % \reciify (to determine the length of an 
ti*Vl»?f ni,c lt ""8 ,h < a ~ i"urve> — rec ti fi abU i-tv 

_ 

rjv nalln £ turicnt into direct cmirent 
^t, \l > vr *f»ed: -fy-llttg [MH reenfien, U. MF rectifier, fr. 

a 2: to t>u''7 u ' t ~~ mOTC at R1 ° HT 1 (I4t > 1 : lo sct r 'K nI 

ptocon* v ^ a ' ct> h*>I) esp. by repeated or fractional dis- 
I cc ' by itmming errors : af»V>st <~ the calendar) 



4 : to make (an alternating current) unidirectional syn see CORRECT 
— rec -ti'fi-ca- lion Vek-t»-fp- r ka-sh9n\ « 

rec*ti'Ki»*e»ar \,rek-to-*li-ne-»r\ adj |LL recrilineus, fr. L rectus + linea 
line) (1659) I : moving in or forming a straight line <~ motion) 2 
: characterized by straight lines <the ^ skyline of a modern city) 3 
: PERPENDICULAR 3 — rec -ti.H»-e-ar-ly adv 

rec-ti*rwdc V*rek-to- ( tud ( -»tyud\ n |ME, fr. MF, fr. LL rectitudo. fr. L 
recms straight, right) (15c) 1 : the quality or state of being straight 2 
: moral integrity : RioirrEOUsNESS 3 : the quality or state of being 
correct in judgment or procedure 

reC'ti-ru-dj-Doos Vek-t>*tiid-n»s, -'tyud-, -*tu-d*n-»s > *tyu-V, adj fLi, 
rectitudin-, rectitude rectitude) (1897) I : characterized by rectitude 
2 : piously self-righteous 

r*c-to \*reM,)t6\ n, pi rectos fNL recto {folio) on the right-hand leaf) 
(1824) 1 : the side of a leaf (as of a manuscript) that is to be read first 
2 : a rigbl-hand page — compare VERSO 

rector Vrek-t;»r\ n (ME, fr- L, lr. regere to direct — more at right) 
(14c) 1 : one that directs : 1-Eader 2 * : a clergyman (as of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church) in charge of a parish b : an incumbent of a 
Church of England benefice in full possession of its rights c : a Roman 
Catholk priest directing a church with no pastor or one whose pastor 
has other duties 3 : the head of a university or school — rec-tor-ate 
Vt(>)r»t\ rt — rec-to.ri-a) \rek-*tor-e-»t, -M6r-\ adj — rector -skip 
\'reJc-t»r-^hip\ n 

rec.to*ry \*rek-t(*-)rc\ n, pi -ries (1594) 1 : a benefice held by a rector 

2 : a residence of a rector or a parish priest 
rec'trti Vrek-triks\ n, pi reotri-ces \'rek-tr»-^e2, rek-*irM>)Kez\ fNL, 

fr. L, fern, of rector one thai directs) (1768) : any of the guil) feathers of 

a bird's tail that are important in controlling flight direction — see 

BIRI> illustration 

rec- rum \*rck-lam\ n, pi rectums or rec-ta Vta\ |ME, fr. Ml-, fr- rectum 
intestinum, lit., straight intestine] (15c) ; the terminal part of the intes- 
tine from the sigmoid fjexure lo the anus 

rec-tus Vrek-tasX n, pi reoti V|tl, - t tc\ fNL, fr. rectus musculus straight 
muscle] (ca. 1704) : any of several straight muscles (as of the abdomen) 

re^cum-ben-ey \ri-*K6ro-b3D(t>se\ n, pi -ties (1646) : the state of lean- 
ing, resting, or reclining : repose; also : a recumbent position 

re-cum>bei>t Vbant\ adj |L recumbent-, recumberu, prp. of recumbere to 
lie down, fr. re- 4 -cumbert to lie down; akin to L cubore to be) (1705) 
I a : suggestive of repose : LEANING , RESTING b : lying down 2 : rep- 
resenting a person lying down <a statue) syn see PRONE 

re-ct»-per>ate \ri- , k-fi-p»-,rat, -'kyfiA vo -at-ed; -at>ing [L recuperotus, 
pp. of recuperare — more at RECOVER] vr (5542) : to get back : REGAIN 
^ vi : to regain a former state or condition; esp : to recover be ail h or 
strength — re*cn*per*a>tion N-,ku-pa-Va-sb>n, -»kyii-\ n 

re-c0-pcr-»>tJve V-Tcu-pa-^a-tiv, -*kyu-, -p(»-)r>tiv\ adj (ca. 1828) I 
: of or relating to recuperation <~ powers) 2 : aiding in recuperation 
: RESTORATIVE 

re-cur \ri-*k»r\ vi re-curred; re ►cur-ring J ME recurren to return, fr. L 
recurrere, lit., to run back, fr. re- + currere to run — more at car) 
(1529) 1 : to have recourse : RESORT 2 : to go back in thought or dis- 
course 3 a : to come up again for consideration b : to come again to 
mind 4 : to occur again after an inlerval : occur time after time — re- 
currence \-*k;>r-3n(t)s, -*k3-ron(t)s\ n 

re*cnr*rent V'k^ront, -*ka-rwit\ adj \L recurrent-, recurrens, prp. of re- 
currere] (161 1) 1 : running oi turning back in a direction opposite to a 
former course — used of various nerves and branches of vessels in the 
arms and legs 2 : returning or happening time after time <~ com- 
plaints) — re~cur'rent-ly adv 

recurring, decimal n (1801) : repeating decimal 

re-cnr*sfon Xri-'kar-zhonN rt ILL recursion-, recursio f ft. recurrere} (1616) 
1 : RETURN 2 : the determination of a succession of elements (as num- 
bers or functions) by operation on one or more preceding elements ac- 
cording to a rule or formula involving a finite number of steps 3 : a 
computer programming technique involving the use of a procedure, 
subroutine, function, or algorithm that calls itself in a step having a ter- 
mination condition so that successive repetitions are processed up to 
the critical step until ihe condition is met at which time the rest of each 
repetition is processed from the last one called to the first — compare 
ITERATION 

re-cor-sive Xri^kar-sivV adj (1934) 1 : of, relating to, or involving re- 
cursion <a function in a computer program) 2 : of, relating to, or 
constituting a procedure that can repeat itself indefinitely <a ^ rule in 
a grammar) — re*cnr-$lve'ly adv — re*cur>srve*ness n 
re-enrved \( f )re-*k»rvd\ adj (1597) : curved backward or inward 
re*cwsan*cy \ , re-ky>z3n(t>se, ri-*kyu-\ n (ca. 1600) : the act or state of 
being a recusant 

re*cD»sa*t \-zant\ n \L recusant-, r ecus arts, prp. of recusare to refuse, fr. 
re- + causari lo give a reason, fr. causa cause, reason] (ca. 1553) 1 : an 
English Roman Catholic of the time from about 1570 to 1791 who re- 
fused to atterid services of the Church of England and thereby commit- 
ted a statutory offense 2 : one who refuses to accept or obey estab- 
lished authority — recusant adj 

release \ri-*kyiiz\ vt re*cnsed; re*cns*ing |ME, to refuse, fr- MF re- 
cuser, fr. 1. recusare) (1949) : to disqualify (oneself) as judge in a partic- 
ular case; broadly : to remove (oneself) from participation to avoid a 
conflict of interest — rocus*al VTcyu-Z3l\ n 

re*cof \(,)re-'k3t, *re-»\ vt (1664) 1 : to cut again 2 : to edit (as a film) 
anew 

•re-cy-cle \(,)ie-'si-k»]\ vf (1926) 1 : lo pass again through a series of 
changes or treatments: as a : to process (as liquid body waste, glass, or 
cans) in order to regain material for human use b : recover 6 2 : to 
adapt to a new use : ALTER 3 : to bring back : REUSE <~j a number 
of good anecdotes — Larry McMurtry> 4 : to make ready for reuse <a 
plan to vacant tenements) ^ vi I : to return to an earlier point in a 
countdown 2 : to return to an original condition so that operation can 

\»\ abot \*\ kitten, F table \ar\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \5\ mop, mar 
Wvoot \ch\cban \e\bet \e\ easy \g\ go \i\ hit \i\ Ice \j\>ob 
\n\sing \6\go \6\law \6i\ boy \th\ tain \lb\the \ii\ loot \u\ toot 
\y\ yet Vzh\ vision \a, k» ce, 65, \e, u*, *\ see Guide to Pronunciation 



spurn • square one 1137 



ME, fr. OE spuman; akin to OHG spurnan to kick, L 
Gk spairein to quiver! vi (bcf. 12c) I 065 a : STUM- 
vrchaic : to reject something disdainfully vt 1 : to 
ravily upon : TRAMPLE 2 : to reject with disdain or 

syn see decline — spurn -er n 
: KJCK b obs : STUMBLE 2 a : disdainful rejection 
treatment 

eot adj (1948) : occurring or developing wiihout 

stify extemporized <a ~ decision) 

tj (15c) 1 : wealing spurs 2 : having one or more 

y V$p?r-e, *spa-re\ n, pi spurreys or spnrries |D 

rrguta] (I5T7) : a small white-flowered Euiopean 

vensis) of the pink family wjih whoiled filiform 

f several related and similar heibs 

>erh. akin to MUG spurzen to spit* OE -spriHtm 10 

SFROtrr) vi ( J 570) : to gush forth : spout ~ \t : to 

r jet : SQUIRT 

a sudden gush : JET 

j)OWn) (ca. 1591) } : a short period of time : MO- 
Icn brief burst of effort or activity b : a sharp or 
business activity 
make a spurt 

1 (origin unknown! (1756) chiefly Scot : a wooden 
nidge 

'spot-, *sput-\ n IRuss, lit., traveling companion, fr. 
l) (1957): SATELLITE 2b 

b [akin to D sputteren to sputter] vt (1598) 1 : to 
he mouth with explosive sounds 2 t to utter hasti- 
confusion or excitement 3 : to dislodge (atoms) 
a material by collision with high energy particles; 
netallic film) by such a process — vi 1 : to spit or 
>od or saliva noisily from the mouth 2 : to speak 
isedly in anger or excitement 3 : to make explo- 
— sput-ter-er n 

confused and excited speech or discussion 2 : the 
tering 

'spu-\ n, pi spa-la Vt»\ IE, fr. neut. of sputus, pp. of 
re at spew) (ca. 1693) : expectorated matter made 
d discbarges from the respiratory passages 
$py*lng |ME spien, fr. OF espier, of Gmc origin; 
1 to spy; akin to L spectre to look* look at, Gk 
1 to watch, look at, consider] vt (13c) 1 : to watch 
tile purposes 2 : to catch sight of : see 3 : to 
tensively ^ vi 1 : to observe or search for some- 
watch secretly as a spy 

> ! : one that spies: a : one who keeps secret 
•r thing to obtain information b : a person em- 
1 to secretly convey classified information of stra- 
anotber nation; also : a person who conveys the 
ompariy to another 2 : an act of spying 
t (1706) : a small telescope 

s-l»r\ n (1938) : the bead of a ring of spies : a dt- 

squabs Jprob. of Scand origin; akin to Sw dial, 
and thick] ( 1664) 1 a : couch a : a cushion for 
r pi squab ; a fledgling bird; specif : a fledgling pi- 
:s old 3 : a short fat person — squab adj 
, n (prob, of Stand origin; akin to Sw dial, skvnb- 
noisy altercation or quarrel usu. over trifles 
ted; squabbling V b<>-)li n \ (1604) : to quarrel 
irifles — squab- bier \-b(»-)lar\ n 
F esquode, fr. OSp & Olt; OSp escuadra & Olt 
sumed) VL exguadrare to make square — more 
: a small organized group of military personnel; 
at can be easily directed in the field 2 : a sroalJ 
mmon effort or occupation 
*]ttr*d>ding (ca, 1802) : to arrange in squads 
police automobile connected by a Two-way radio 
:aJled also cruiser, prowl car 
\ n |lt squadrone, aug. of squadra squad, fr . Olt] 
vry organization: a : a cavalry unit higher than a 
a regiment b : a naval unit consisting of two or 
mctimes additional vessels e (I) : a unit of the 
!han a flight and lower than a group (2) : a miJ- 

•19) ; a commissioned officer in the British air 
1 major in the army 

I : a room in a barracks used to billet soldiers 2 
tion where members of the force assemble 
n JISV, fr. E squalus, a sea fish — more at 
yclic hydrocarbon C;x>Hso that is widely distrib- 
jor component of sebum and in shaTk-liver oils) 
erols (as cholesterol) 

|L squolidus rough, dirty,, fr. squalere to be cov- 
, f r. squalus dirty; perh. akin to L squama scale] 
ilthiness and degradation from neglect or pover- 
e Dirty — sqmuVid-ry adv — squaI>}d>Dess n 
>. of Scand origin; akin to ON skvol useless chat- 
ty out raucously : scream w : to utter in a 
t-er n 
ous cry 

i origin; akin to Sw skva/ rushing water] (1699) 
nd often with rain or snow 2 : a short-lived 

blow a squall 

!UftlM-er; -est (1719) 1 : marked by squalls 2 

'skwa- or 'skwoA n ]L, fr. squalere] (1621) : the 
squalid 

va-\ n, pi squa»mae V*skwa-,me, *skwa- ( m»\ JL) 
: a structure resembling a scale 
826) : SCALY <~*- rcptiles> 



squa*ma*tion \skw3-"roa-sh3n\ n (1861) } ; the state of being scaly 2 
: I be arrangement of scales on an animal 

*$qna-roo>sai \skW3- •nod-sal, -z»I\ n (1B48) : a squamosal bone 
^squamosal adj (ca. 1852) J : SQUAMOXJS 2 : of r relating to, or being a 
bone of the skull of many vertebrates concsponding to the squamous 
portion of the temporal bone of most mammals including humans 
squa^moas \'skwa-m»s also 'skwa-\ JME, fr . L squamosus, fr, squa- 
ma scale] (15c) I a ; covered with or consisting of scales : SCALY b 
: of, relating to, or being a stratified epithelium that consists at least jn 
its outer layers of small scalelike cells 2 ; of, relating to, or being the 
anterior upper portion of the temporal bone of most mammals includ- 
ing bumans 

squamous cell n (ca. 1947) : a cell of or derived from squamous epithe- 
lium 

sqaa>nva*lo$e Vskwa-roya-Jds, *skwa-\ adj fL sguamula, dim. of squa- 
ma\ (1846) : being or having a thallus made up of smaD leafy lobes <a 
~ lk. hen > 

'squander Vskwa»-ddr\ vb squandered; s^uaoKler-ing \-d(a-)rinV 
[origin unknown] vt (1536) 1 : to spend extravagantly or foolishly 
: dissipate 2 : to cause to disperse : SCATTER 3 : to lose (as an ad- 
vantage or opportunity) through negligence or inaction ^ vi .* dis- 
perse, scatter — sqtmn'<ler>er Vdar-M\ n 

Sqaamler n (1709) : an act of squandering 

'sqaare \*skwar, 'skwer\ n (ME, fr, MF esgvarre, fr. (assumed) VL ex- 
quadra, fr. exguadrare to square, fr. L ex- + quodrare to square — 
more at QUADRATE] (J 3c) 1 : an instrument having at least one right 
angle and two straight edges used esp. to lay out or test right angles 2 
: a rectangle with all four sides equal 3 : any of the quadrilateral spac- 
es marked out on a board for playing games 4 : the product of a num- 
bei multiplied by itself 5 a : an open place or area formed at the meet- 
ing of two or more streets b : BLOCK 6a 6 ; a solid object or piece 
approximating a cube or having a square as its largest face 7 : an un- 
opened cotton flower with its enclosing bracts 8 : a person who is 
conventional or conservative in taste ot way of life — on the square 
I : at right angles 2 : in a fair open manner : honestly — out of 
square : not at an exact right angle 

1 square adj squar-er; squar-est (14c) 1 a : having four equal sides and 
four right angles b : forming a right angle <^ corner > c : having a 
square base <a ^ pyraxnid> 2 : raised to the second power 3 a : be- 
ing approximately a cube cabinet> b : having a shape that is 
broad lor the height and rectangular rather than curving in outline <• — 
shoulders) <a ~ , thick, hard-working roan — Maria Edgeworth) e 
: rectangular and equilateral in section tower> 4 a : being or con- 
verted to a unit of area equal in measure to a square each side of which 
measures one unit of a specified unit of length <a — foot) — see MET- 
RIC SYSTEM table, wbioHT table b : being of a specified length in each 
of two equal dimensions <10 feet 5 a : exactly adjusted : precisely 
constructed or aligned b : just, fair <a — deal) in all his dcal- 
ings> t : leaving no balance : SETTLED d ; EVEN, TEED e : substan- 
tial, SATISFYING <~w meal) f : being unsophisticated, conservative, 
or conventional 6 : set at right angles with the mast and keel — used 
of the yards of a square-rigged ship — square *H£ss n 
> sq*are vb squared; squaring vt ( 14c) 1 a : to make square or rectan- 
gular <~ a building stox«> V : to test for deviation from a right angle, 
straight line, or plane surface 2 : to bring appro jumately to a right an- 
gle (squared his shoulders) 3 a : to multiply (a number) by itself 
: raise to the second power b : to find a square equal in area to <^ a 
circlc> 4 : to regulate or adjust by or to some standard or principle 
<-^- our actions by the opinions of others — John Milton> 5 a : bal- 
ance, settle <~ an account) b : to even the score of 6 : to mark 
off into squares 7 a ; to set right : bring into agreement b : bribe, 
FIX ~ vi 1 : to agree precisely : correspond <your actions should ~~ 
with your words) 2 : to settle matters; esp 1 to pay the bill — sqnar*er 
n 

Square adv (ca. 1582) 1 ; in a straightforward or honest manner 2 a 
: so as to face or be face to face b ; at right angles 3 : with nothing in- 
tervening : DIRECTLY <ran ~ into it> 4 : in a firm manner <looked 
ber ~ in the eye> 5 : in a square shape 

square away vi (1838) 1 : to square the yards so as to sail before the 
wind 2 : to put everything in order or in readiness 3 : to take up a 
fighting stance ' — ■ vt : to put in order or to readiness 

square bracket n (ca. 1883) : bracket 3a 

square dance n (1870) : a dance for four couples who form the sides of 
a square — square-dance vi — square dancer n — square dancing 

n 

square knot n (ca. 1867) ; a knot made of two reverse haJf-knots and 
typically used to join the ends of two cords — see KNOT illustration 

square- ry Vskwar-le, , sfcwer-\ adv (1564) 1 : in a straightforward or 
honest manner <wc must ~ face the issue) 2 a : EXACTLY, PRECISELY 
<~ in the middle) b : so as to make solid contact <hit the ball ^> 
<feet ' — - planted) 3 : in a square form or manner : so as to be square 
<a — cut tircss) 4 r in a plain or unequivocal manner <the responsibil- 
ity lies ~ with us) < align ourselves ~ with our allies> 

square matrix n (1858) : a mathematical matrix with the same number 
of rows and cohimns 

square measure n (1728) ; a unit or system of units for measuring area 

-■ see METRIC SYSTEM table, WEIGHT table 
square off vf (1837) : to take a fighting stance : prepare to fight; oho 

: FIGHT 

square of opposition (1864) : a square figure on which may be demon- 
strated the logical relationships of contraries, contradictories, subcorj- 
traries, and subalterns and super alt eras 

square one n {fr. the use of numbered squares in some board games] 
(1960) : the initial stage or starting point <tbe failure set us back to 
square an*y 



\»\ abut \=*\ kitten, F table \or\ farther \a\ ash \a\ ace \a\ m»p, roar 
\au\oat \ch\chin \e\bet \e\easy \g\ go \i\ hit \i\icc \J\Job 
\n\sine \6\go \6\ law \6i\boy \lh\thin \Ui\tbe \u\l*©< VMfoot 
\y\ yet \zb\ virion \a, k, °, ce. ce\ ie, ur, >\ see Guide to Pronunciation 



